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Army. Colonel Yuddha Bai joined one of the early
parties that came out to Indaa, while her sister followed
some years later.
Mastering the Maratha language till she could speak it
with great fluency, the Colonel endeared herself to the
poor villagers among whom she established the work,
and in whose midst she herself spent most of her time,
fearlessly facing the peculiar hardships and difficulties
of the country.
After a long period of service in the Western Territory,
the two sisters were transferred to the Punjab, where
their devoted labours met with equal success. Finally,
they reverted to the command among the Marathas,
where Colonel Yuddha Bai spent the rest of her life.
Even when the fatal disease of cancer had made its
appearance, and she knew that her days were numbered,
rather than return to England, she begged that she might
be allowed to spend her remaining days amongst her
beloved Maratha people, whom she had adopted as her
own, and where the fragrance of her memory has long
survived her death.
Her sister, Brigadier Shanti Bai, with similar devotion
and tenacity, though placed on the retired list, preferred
to remain for some years in Poona, where her ceaseless
toil and unflagging consecration were an inspiration and
blessing to all her younger comrades in the Maratha field.
Colonel Dayali (Van de Werken) and Lt.-Colonel Sundri
(Gugelmann) from Holland were subsequently appointed
to take charge of the Marathi Territory, where they
rendered excellent service, and helped to further consoli-
date and extend the work, being subsequently appointed
to the command of the work in the Dutch Indies.
The fertile verdant region of Gujarat is bordered on
the North, West and East by large areas where the rainfall
is precarious, and famines are frequent. On the East
spreads a province known as the Panch Mahals, inhabited
principally by an aboriginal race named Bhils. Into this
district our Officers penetrated at an early stage of our
work in Gujarat. The successive waves of Aryan and
Mahommedan invasion had driven this race into the
forests and fastnesses of the hills, where it was difficult